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Logan Municipal Council       Logan, Utah            May 19, 2015 

 

 Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular 

session on Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan City Municipal Council 

Chamber, 290 North 100 West, Logan, Utah. Chairman Jeannie F. Simmonds 

conducting. 

 

 Councilmembers present at the beginning of the meeting: Chairman Jeannie F. 

Simmonds, Councilmember Karl B. Ward, Councilmember Holly H. Daines and 

Councilmember S. Eugene Needham.  Administration present:  Mayor H. Craig Petersen, 

Finance Director Richard Anderson, City Attorney Kymber Housley and City Recorder 

Teresa Harris. Excused: Vice Chairman Herm Olsen. 

 

Chairman Simmonds welcomed those present. There were approximately 68 citizens in 

the audience at the beginning of the meeting.  

 

OPENING CEREMONY:  

 

Mayor Craig Petersen addressed the Council and said the City of Logan is pleased to 

announce the appointment of Star Coulbrooke as the first City of Logan Poet Laureate. 

Ms. Coulbrooke will serve as the city’s official ambassador of literary culture. Mayor 

Petersen read the following. 

 

Star Coulbrooke moved to Logan from Preston, Idaho in 1968. She worked as a waitress, 

a hardware store clerk, and a Certified Nurse’s Aide before earning her Bachelor’s and 

Master’s Degrees at USU in English and Folklore. She taught poetry writing for ten years 

and is currently Director of the USU Writing Center.  

 

Star has been writing poetry since she was nine years old, with two chapter books and 

more than 70 individual poems published nationally since 1996. She has given over a 

hundred poetry readings and lectures, taught dozens of poetry writing workshops, 

organized scores of literary events, and provided publication opportunities for many local 

writers.  

 

As Poet Laureate of Logan, Star will take poetry to the community through public events. 

She is already scheduled for readings, workshops, and school visits through December 

2015. Her project for the next two years will be to inspire poetry for Logan residents and 

visitors by conducting Poetry Walkabouts and inviting people to contribute lines to a 

community collaborative commemorative poem about Logan.  

 

Star Coulbrooke read the following. 

 

STARRY SMALL TOWN WISH 
 

Big Dipper gets crowded, so many bright rivals 

vying for my dark-sky view. 

I can walk down paved roads looking up 

while I talk on the phone with my grandkids 
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and never move over for traffic. 

 

Sprinklers overshoot their settings, 

lawn-water splashing in arcs at my feet. 

I love that our drinking-water comes down the creek 

from the canyon and runs along Center Street, 

thrashing its rocky bottom clean. 

 

I know how the creek looks in daytime  

carrying autumn leaves, but it’s dark  

and my grandkids live in small-town Washington, 

pines too thick and tall for big-sky stargazing. 

  

I tell them how warm the night is, how quiet, 

only the sound of the creek and the sprinklers, 

how I hope it won’t rain when I come to visit, 

my flight already paid for. I ask what I can bring.   

 

My grandaughter hints, says she pierced 

her own septum, stuck a needle through 

nice and straight, but can’t find the right 

nose-ring, not in her too-small town. 

 

I remember my teen years in a town  

smaller than this one, even smaller than hers.  

I tell her I’ll drive to the city,  

stop by the piercing shop, pick out a ring.  

 

Eyeing the stars scattered across the sky, 

I recall their density in the Milky Way 

when I was a child, so many more of them  

out there in the sticks, where I couldn’t live 

until I left, stars and all.  

 

City lights encroach, washing billions  

from my view, but I’m still talking, 

walking down the quiet street with sprinklers  

and the clear creek thrashing. I already got my wish. 

 

Star Coulbrooke, introductory poem for the City Council Logan Poet Laureate Inaugural 

Ceremony.   

 

Ms. Coulbrooke thanked those in the audience for attending tonight and said there are 

many to thank for this honor, specifically: 

 

The City of Logan, especially Mayor H. Craig Petersen and Councilmember’s Holly 

Daines, Herm Olsen, Jeannie Simmonds, Karl Ward and Gene Needham. 
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The Poet Laureate Selection Committee: Holly Daines, Paul Crumbley, Charles Waugh, 

Andrea DeHaan, Robert Shupe, Darren Perkes, Marty Reeder, Jeannie Simmonds.  

Nominators: Sue Jelus, Dianne Hardy, Sue Shapiro. Poetry group, Poetry at Three, 

students, Helicon West, the League of Utah Writers, Logan Library, the Department of 

English, the College of Humanities and Social Sciences, the Center for Women and 

Gender, the Uncommon Collective, who allowed her to crash their scene and read poetry 

with them. Ms. Coulbrooke thanked her family and friends who took the time to be here 

tonight. Her partner Mitch Butterfield, who is her Logan poetry muse, her forever-mentor 

Ken Brewer, the late former poet laureate of Utah and the famous Logan poet May 

Swenson, whose legacy is rich and enduring, an example for local poets and writers to 

aspire to. 

 

Ms. Coulbrooke read a May Swenson poem that she said seems to speak to this 

occasion—to the City and to the valley—and the weather—and to all of us: 

 

Earth Your Dancing Place 

 

Beneath Heaven’s vault 

remember always walking 

through halls of cloud 

down aisles of sunlight  

or through high hedges 

of the green rain 

walk in the world 

highheeled with swirl of cape 

hand at the swordhilt 

of your pride 

Keep a tall throat 

Remain aghast at life 

 

Enter each day  

as upon a stage 

lighted and waiting 

for your step 

Crave upward as flame 

have keenness in the nostril 

Give your eyes  

to agony or rapture 

 

Train your hands 

as birds to be 

brooding or nimble 

Move your body 

as the horses 

sweeping on slender hooves 

over crag and prairie 

with fleeing manes 

and aloofness of their limbs 
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Take earth for your own large room 

and the floor of earth 

carpeted with sunlight 

and hung round with silver wind 

for your dancing place  

 

Ms. Coulbrooke also read the following poem.  

 

City of Poetry 

 

In Downtown Logan, where artists inhabit 

bicycle shops and cafes, tattoo parlors and churches, 

where paintings and sculptures and photographs adorn 

the sporting goods stores and the old hotels, 

line the walls along stairways and narrow aisles  

among the coat hangers, above the tables, 

along the counters near the checkout stand, 

there’s a bookstore mentality held-over from the days  

when poetry was valued as artwork, as an escape  

from the mundane workaday life, when people 

would read it everywhere they went, memorize 

their favorite verses, recite them over dinner. 

 

Let’s keep going there, keep going back to poetry, 

forward to more poetry. Let’s plaster it on the walls 

of the City, compose our lines and stamp them 

in cement at every new roundabout, every sidewalk. 

Let’s write poems to each other about our lives 

in the City of Poetry where everyone, no matter who 

they are, no matter what age or persuasion, what  

family, what job, what form of transportation or  

what inclination, will have a say, will know they matter. 

 

Let’s let poetry matter, let metaphor replace all 

diatribes, all misunderstandings. Let’s say it in poetry, 

straight from the soul, not from media-feeds, not 

from google or TV or mass email, but out of the heart 

where our stories reside, where our memories  

and hopes don’t fight with each other, where art 

for art’s sake becomes our priority.  

 

Here in the City of Poetry, let’s look to the backyards, 

where families come out on a Sunday evening 

to watch urban owls rise from blue spruce and juniper, 

on silent wings, to go beyond the town and return 

before Monday’s first white dawning, swept with canyon  

air from the forest’s scent of summer to the paved 

wide streets where our cars and buses take us 
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to work and to school, where we can think all day  

of the stories we’ll tell when poetry rolls off our tongues 

like water over a spillway, fresh and clear and powerful. 

 

Composed by Star Coulbrooke, Logan Poet Laureate, for the Inaugural Ceremony. 

 

Chairman Simmonds thanked Ms. Coulbrooke for attending tonight and then led the   

audience in the pledge of allegiance.   

 

 Meeting Minutes.  Minutes of the Council meeting from May 5, 2015 were 

reviewed and approved with minor changes.  

 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Ward seconded by Councilmember Daines to 

approve the May 5, 2015 minutes and approve tonight’s agenda. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

   Meeting Agenda. Chairman Simmonds announced there would be four public 

hearings at tonight’s Council meeting.   

 

 Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Simmonds announced that regular Council 

meetings would be held the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next 

regular Council meeting is Tuesday, June 2, 2015.  

 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 

 

Logan resident Joe Tenant addressed the Council regarding a recent television news story 

about the water situation in Utah. He said he knows that we get our drinking water from 

Dewitt Springs and he asked what the water situation is for Logan at this time.  

 

Public Works Director Mark Nielsen responded that Logan City has several sources of 

water such as Dewitt Springs, several wells around Logan City and the aquifer situation 

in Cache Valley is not declining. As for Logan City’s supply for this year, with our 

current conditions, he feels we do not have a problem. The canal companies could have a 

problem with enough water for irrigation but he does not foresee that Logan should have 

a problem although everyone should still conserve as best we can.   

 

Logan business owner Kristin Matesius addressed the Council. Her business is located on 

Center Street and she asked the Council if they know when the Utah Theater will be 

completed she also asked about the parking on Center Street and also if the two hour 

parking behind the Emporium will change because of the Coppermill Restaurant moving.  

 

Mayor Petersen responded that he has been told the Utah Theater will be open this 

summer but an exact date has not been announced. The parking behind the Emporium 

will remain the same at this time.  
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MAYOR/STAFF REPORTS: 

 

Proclamation: May Swenson Day – Mayor Petersen 

 

Mayor Petersen read the following Proclamation. 

May Swenson Day 

WHEREAS May Swenson was born in Logan, Utah on May 28, 1913 in the family home 

at the base of Old Main Hill; 

WHEREAS she graduated from Utah State Agricultural College in 1934 and is a 

distinguished alumna; 

WHEREAS she gained national fame over her prolific career as “America’s Poet”; 

WHEREAS her Collected Poems were published by The Library of America in 2013; 

WHEREAS her final resting place is in the Logan City Cemetery, marked with a bench 

inscribed with her poetry, placed upon her passing in 1989; 

WHEREAS a plaque designating the location of her home has been installed to 

celebrate her literary achievements; 

WHEREAS in honor of her centenary, the first May Swenson Day was declared in 

Logan City in 2013; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, H. Craig Petersen, Mayor of the City of Logan, do 

hereby proclaim May 28th, in perpetuity, to be May Swenson Day and urge Logan City 

citizens to honor her legacy as a favorite daughter of Logan and to read a poem in her 

memory.  

Updates on Projects/Issues – Mayor Petersen 

 

Mayor Petersen gave an update on the following Projects/Issues. 

 

1. Construction Projects 

a. Rain will delay completion of the 600 East 1000 North intersection, Logan 

Gateway Sign and landscaping at the “Y” intersection on South Main. 

b. Trail construction continues from the ICON property to Trapper Park.  

 

2. Substantial progress has been made on the Tour of Utah fundraising. 

 

3. City staff and Council Members participated in a trip to Boulder, Colorado to view 

bike and pedestrian trail options.  

4. Mayor Petersen thanked Human Resource Director Greg Cox, Teresa Harris, 

members of the Executive Committee and Council Members for helping with the 
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Employee Appreciation Luncheon. It was a great success and the employees were 

very appreciative. 

 

5. The City’s recent General Obligation Bond Refinancing will result in a net present 

value savings of $112,000 which is a savings of 4.6% over the current issue. 

 

Mayor Petersen distributed a proposed resolution to the City Council which if the City 

Council approves will go to the Cache County Council to put an optional sales tax for 

transportation on this year’s ballot. The Utah League of Cities and Towns (ULCT), which 

lobbied for the local option sales tax during this year’s legislative session, sent a proposed 

resolution to the City’s. Earlier this year, Logan and other Utah cities passed a resolution 

urging the Legislature to approve measures to benefit local transportation funding. The 

sales tax was among those measures that were approved in the final hour of the session in 

March. The tax would bring in an approximate $3.5 million dollars per year, according to 

analysis by the ULCT, and the allowed uses for the money are broader than other 

transportation funds funneled through the State. Though approved by the Legislature, the 

sales tax needs to be approved locally. Mayor Petersen asked the Council to review the 

proposed resolution.  

 

Councilmember Daines said it was her understanding that the County Council expressed 

concern about this proposal. She feels we need to have more discussion with the County 

Council before a decision is made to support the resolution and move forward.  

 

Councilmember Ward said raising taxes is a serious thing to consider and is not 

something we want to do, at least in his mind, without a lot of study and considering all 

options.   

 

Councilmember Daines said it was her understanding that if the County passes this the 

transit district gets more funding from the tax then the County will get for roads.  

 

City Attorney Kymber Housley responded the 0.25 percent sales tax would be divvied up 

with 0.10 percent each going to the cities and the Cache Valley Transit District and 0.05 

percent going to the County.  

 

Mayor Petersen stated Logan City would receive approximately $1.2 million dollars per 

year, the CVTD would receive the same amount of $1.2 million dollars and the County 

would receive $600,000. 

 

Mr. Housley said the proposed resolution is more political than legal and there is nothing 

in the statute that requires the Council to pass this resolution at this time. This is a local 

issue.  

 

Mayor Petersen said one of the reasons for considering this sooner than later is that if the 

County chooses to put this on the ballot then the County would be conducting the 

election this year rather than the City.  

 

Councilmember Daines said she feels that the ULCT is trying to meet the needs of the 

Wasatch Front with this road tax and so they put in a transit portion rather than letting 
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local jurisdictions determine locally how to best use the money. With the way the bill is 

written, she feels we are kind of forced into a certain allocation, which, locally we may 

feel does not fit our needs. She said there is no question we need road funding but maybe 

we should wait a year and talk more with the Legislature so there is more control over 

where the money goes. 

 

Mayor Petersen said the ULCT is pushing this heavily and this bill was passed by the 

Senate with a lot of compromise. 

 

Chairman Simmonds suggested the resolution be placed on the June 2, 2015 Council 

agenda for further discussion.  

 

In regards to the recent budget presentations, Mayor Petersen said he feels they were 

more about department updates rather than the department budget. He suggested that 

periodically, departments update the Council during a regular council meeting.    

 

Councilmember Ward said department updates were started last year while he was Chair 

and he feels they were valuable for the Council to know what is happening in the various 

departments. He agrees that budget workshops should only be about the budget itself.  

 

Chairman Simmonds feels the budget presentations are very valuable and gives the 

Council a sense of what has been accomplished, what might be accomplished and hearing 

this helps to relate to a thorough budget study on what the needs are of the departments.   

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

 

Discussion: Downtown Mid-Block Walkway and Gathering Place – Chairman 

Simmonds 

 

Councilmember Daines said she recently asked Public Works Director Mark Nielsen to 

put together information and numbers on a Downtown Mid-Block Walkway and 

Gathering Place from 300 North to 100 South. She said in trying to decided what we 

should do next and how we should move forward, she put together possible ways to begin 

and gave the following recommendations. 

 

1. Signal out intent to implement this portion of the Downtown Specific Plan by 

setting aside $2 million ($1 million from the Electric Enterprise Fund and $1 

million from the Environmental Enterprise Fund).  

2. Place on the Council Agenda for public comment September 1 or 15, 2015. 

Conduct meetings with stakeholders in the interim and meet with UDOT about 

bulb outs and/or a pedestrian beacon at 200 North. 

3. Refine City plans for adjacent blocks. 

4. Prepare a draft Request for Proposal for a design of the Gathering Place. 

5. Begin engineering drawings (in house) and obtain easements for mid-block 

walkways. 

 

Councilmember Ward said this proposal is well thought out and now we need to look at 

the revenue sources. He said parking is a concern and by doing this we are eliminating 



 

 

9 | P a g e  
Logan Municipal Council Minutes ~ Logan, Utah ~ May 19, 2015 

parking in the downtown and reducing the ability of people to come to the downtown and 

use the amenities. He feels along with this proposed plan, we need to include parking. 

 

Councilmember Daines said the next step is to develop goals for a longer range plan 

which would include structured parking and maybe there is another place to do this that 

would have better parking which is very important.   

 

Councilmember Ward said we have talked about doing this for a long time and we need 

to get something started. 

 

Chairman Simmonds asked Community Development Director Mike DeSimone what 

would be his recommendation to move this proposed project forward.  

 

Mr. DeSimone responded there are a lot of needs within the City that serves people and 

the budgetary process identifies those priorities.  We need to make sure that whatever we 

do on the downtown blocks ties into each other and everything is connected.  

 

Councilmember Daines said the Council has looked at the budget and she does not see 

this type of project listed and is not staff driven. She feels the Council is saying, we have 

a vision and we need to do something for downtown and we are committed to pursuing 

our Downtown Specific Plan. She asked, at what point do we actually start doing 

something because there will always be roads that need to be paved and other projects but 

do we let the downtown deteriorate further or do we try and create something to revitalize 

the downtown.  

 

Mr. DeSimone suggested breaking the project up and do things incrementally. He 

suggested delaying a decision until September and allows more time to consider all the 

possibilities. 

 

Councilmember Daines referred to the trails project where the City committed funding 

and had a plan of how the trails would be paid for and then built.  

 

Councilmember Needham stated the one thing he has heard over the years is parking has 

always been what merchants have needed and wanted the most.  He feels we need to do 

things that will please the downtown retailers whose livelihood depend on people coming 

to their businesses and he feels that parking is the most important.  He said either we tear 

the buildings down or use them for what they were built for in the first place. 

 

Councilmember Daines said for retail to succeed they need traffic and we need to draw 

people downtown.  

Councilmember Needham said the downtown needs ambiance. There is nothing more we 

can do to create additional parking on Main Street or on the side streets but we can use 

the center block area for parking. 

 

Mr. DeSimone said the real question is, are we getting the biggest “bang for our buck”  
and we also need to look at the City block and is it more appropriate to have retail stores 

out in the open where they can visibly be seen. 
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Councilmember Needham said if we want our downtown to be saved we need to promote 

and bring retail to the downtown. If that doesn’t happen we might as well tear the 

buildings down and make a recreational area. Whatever makes a national retailer want to 

come to our downtown is what we should do. He does not understand the concept of a 

walkway through the downtown and does not see a need for it. We need people to be able 

to park, proper signage and encourage more retailers to locate in the downtown. He said 

the Council needs to listen to the retailers in the downtown and what their needs are to 

succeed.   

 

Mayor Petersen said he hopes before the Council rushes into this idea of a walkway to 

ask is this the highest and best use for this money and will it make a significant difference 

in the downtown which, he is not convinced of at this time.    

 

Councilmember Daines said that is not the feeling she had from several people she met 

with a few months ago and maybe those feelings have changed. Part of this is to refine 

City plans with adjacent blocks because she knows there are other things going on in 

those areas. She is not asking for a decision tonight but she asked how do we pull people 

downtown and why do people come to the downtown are the questions we need to ask. 

She referred to St. George and what they have done in their downtown.   

 

Mayor Petersen said he was recently in St. George and there are people in the downtown 

but it’s because there are businesses, a library and a children’s museum. He just has a hard 

time believing that creating a mid-block walkway will have a significant impact and will 

bring people to the downtown.  

 

Councilmember Ward agreed that we need to make sure that we are using any funds for 

the highest and best use. He feels it will take a significant amount of study including 

talking to the stakeholders involved to make a determination.  

 

Chairman Simmonds said we spent a lot of money on a Downtown Specific Plan, 

stakeholder meetings were held, vision meetings and there were other meetings as well 

which she attended. One of things they talked about was this sort of vision so maybe now 

is not the right time to do it but she doesn’t feel it’s the wrong time either. She feels we 

are going to have to make a big statement to bring in retailers, make them want to stay 

and then make people want to come to the downtown area. So whether or not this is 

exactly the right thing and whether we do a little bit at a time, she agrees that we need to 

do more research but she is willing to discuss this further and to hold a public meeting in 

September to receive comments on what should be done.  

 

Mayor Petersen said let’s not narrow ourselves to consider this is the best option to spend 

two million dollars to revitalize the downtown. Its one thing we could do, it’s not the only 

thing and it might not even be the best thing and he doesn’t think it’s the best thing. 

 

Councilmember Needham said he would like to applaud the goodwill that 

Councilmember Daines, Mike DeSimone and Mark Nielsen have expressed. He said it’s 

very important to him what happens in the downtown and he feels we can work it out. 

His only suggestion is to put retail first which will pave the way and in the long run it 

will give us that draw to the downtown.  The right stores are out there and they just don’t 
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know at this time what a good retail experience Logan has for them. He feels we need to 

prepare the buildings, prepare the space and parking is the most important.  

 

Chairman Simmonds said in some cases, we as a City cannot prepare private buildings 

for retail and the owners of those buildings should be doing some of that preparation.  

 

Councilmember Daines said there is a lot going on right now in terms of possible projects 

for the downtown. She asked that everyone keep this idea in their mind, on the agenda for 

September, talk about some specifics and think about other locations where a smaller 

version is better, there are lots of options. She feels that people should know that we want 

to implement the Downtown Specific Plan and move forward. 

 

Council Budget Workshop Schedule - Chairman Simmonds 

 

Chairman Simmonds announced that a Council Budget Workshop will be held on 

Tuesday, May 26, 2015 beginning at 5:30 p.m. The workshop will be held in the Logan 

Municipal Council Chambers, 290 North 100 West, Logan, Utah 84321. The public is 

invited to attend. Departments who will make budget presentation are Police, Light & 

Power, Library, Environmental and Economic Development.  

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Logan City Budget Transfers Fiscal year 2016. 

 

Finance Director Richard Anderson addressed the Council regarding the Logan City 

Budget Transfers. The following notice was published on May 10, 2015. 

 

In accordance with Utah State Law and Logan City budgeting practices, Logan City will 

hold a public hearing on May 19, 2015 at 5:30 pm in the Logan City Council Chambers 

located at 290 North 100 West, Logan Utah, to discuss proposed transfers from enterprise 

funds to the Logan City General Fund.  Anyone desiring to address the Logan Municipal 

Council on this issue is invited to this public hearing. 

 

The following Fiscal Year 2016 proposed transfers will be discussed: 

 

From Water & Sewer Fund to General Fund 693,469$       

From Sewer Treatment Fund to General Fund 314,161         

From Electric Fund to General Fund 2,919,314      

From Environmental Health Fund to General Fund 896,739         
 

Logan City has also enacted 911 fees that are assessed on all utility customers for the 

County-Wide 911 system, radio communications, and related functions.  These fees are 

technically transferred from the Environmental Health Fund to the Communication 

Center Fund (911 Fund).  It is estimated that during Fiscal Year 2016 the City will 

transfer $1,410,000 for this purpose. 

 

As part of the Fiscal Year 2016 budget, the City intends to internally reassign ownership 

of the building located at 450 North 1000 West to the General Fund.  This building was 
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previously used as the Environmental Health Administration Building.  The 

Environmental Health fund built a new administration building adjacent to the existing 

landfill in conjunction with transfer facilities and other improvements necessary for 

operations.  The City intends to use this building for General Fund Public Works 

Operations.  The land this building is located on is owned by the General Fund.  The 

building has a book value of approximately $1,700,000.  This internal reassignment will 

result in a transfer from Business-type Activities (Environmental Health Fund) to the 

Governmental Activities (General Fund) for the book value of approximately $1,700,000. 

 

Councilmember Ward said when we look at transfers from the Electric fund to the 

General fund, we need to realize the critical nature of those funds. They help us provide 

the services necessary to so many enterprises within our City that are exempt from 

property taxes. Also, 40% of the land area inside Logan City is property tax exempt yet 

we still have to provide services. Transferring funds from the Electric fund, which all of 

these enterprises pay into including us as individuals, levels out the property tax 

imbalance and allows us to provide services without overburdening the property tax 

payers. He feels it is important for citizens to understand how critical these transfers are 

to our City.   

 

Chairman Simmonds opened the meeting to a public hearing. 

 

There were no comments and Chairman Simmonds closed the public hearing.  

 

No Council action is necessary for the Budget Transfers Hearing tonight as it will be 

adopted as part of the final budget on June 16, 2015.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Budget Adjustment FY 2014-2015 appropriating: $2,000 for 

a grant the Logan Library received from the State of Utah. The funds will be used 

to pay a transcriptionist to transcribe verbal history from local residents to print 

which will be made available at the Library; $13,530 grant funds for Parks & 

Recreation. The money will be used to purchase educational equipment and 

curriculum for the After School Program – Resolution 15-22  

 

At the May 5, 2015 Council meeting, Finance Director Richard Anderson addressed the 

Council regarding the proposed budget adjustments. 

 

Chairman Simmonds opened the meeting to a public hearing. 

 

There were no comments and Chairman Simmonds closed the public hearing.  

 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Daines seconded by Councilmember Ward to 

approve Resolution 15-22 as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING - Code Amendment – Consideration of a proposed 

Amendment. Logan City requests to amend Section 17.19 regarding Town Center 

Development Standards – Ordinance 15-10  
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At the May 5, 2015 Council meeting, Community Development Mike DeSimone 

addressed the Council regarding the proposed code amendment to Section 17.19.060 of 

the Land Development Code which includes the following: 

 

1. Eliminate the minimum building height requirement for new projects along Main 

Street in the Town Center zone. 

2. Increase the maximum building height on side streets from 40’ to 42’. 

3. Eliminate the requirement to have one entrance per 40’ of frontage. 

4. Add clarification language regarding building placement and orientation. 

 

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend approval to the Logan 

Municipal Council for the proposed amendments to the Land Development Code. 

 

On April 23, 2015, the Planning Commission recommended that the Logan Municipal 

Council approve a request to amend the Land Development Code Chapter 17.19 by 

eliminating the minimum height requirement, increase the maximum building height on 

side streets from 40’ to 45’, eliminate a requirement to have one entrance per 40’ of 

frontage, and add clarification language regarding building placement and orientation.  

Planning Commission vote was 5-1 (Commissioner Russ Price voted nay). 

 

Mr. DeSimone said the issue we face is the value of Logan City downtown as we are 

competing with the other outlying communities who don’t have the restriction of building 

height in some cases. The proposed amendment is to eliminate a building height 

requirement for new projects along Main Street in the Town Center Zone, spanning from 

200 South to 500 North within a couple of blocks on either side of Main Street. He feels 

that three stories could be a deterrent to those wanting to build new structures on Main 

Street. There are no height requirements for buildings in the area’s side streets. Within 

the historic district, located in the zone, there are additional requirements for building 

standards. In order for Logan to be competitive, we are going to need a little flexibility.  

 

Mr. DeSimone also said the other major component of the amendment will encourage 

denser development on the City’s side streets within the Town Center Zone by increasing 

the allowed height of new buildings to 42’, the minimum for a four-story building. The 

old requirements would have only allowed for three stories. He said if the plan is to 

increase population in the downtown and build up, increasing the allowance for four 

stories is one way to encourage that to happen. 

 

Chairman Simmonds opened the meeting to a public hearing. 

 

Logan resident Michael Anthony addressed the Council. He said for the Council to 

transition the downtown they are not only going to need a vision plan but will need a 

stepping stone scheme on how many years it’s going to take to get from point to point 

along the way. He proposed that the Council consider using transferable development 

rights so that someone could build a twelve story building not on Main Street but in the 

downtown and make it residential. He feels we need a comprehensive plan on how to 

take what we have right now with the assets we have now and the ones we want to 

preserve. Main Street has a lot of potential but it needs people to make the dollars 

circulate.  
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There were no further comments and Chairman Simmonds closed the public hearing.  

 

Councilmember Ward said he is in favor of the amendments because it allows greater 

latitude of development that makes economic sense and we are not getting that in the way 

of something that will be a benefit.   

 

Chairman Simmonds said this is a big change for downtown Logan and asked would it be 

wise for the Council to hold off making a decision tonight until Councilmember Herm 

Olsen is in attendance. 

 

Councilmember Ward said he is ready to move ahead and does not see a need to wait.  

 

Councilmember Needham said he favors what is being proposed. It seems to him that the 

higher structures will come when there are people that want them. Everything he has seen 

is smaller buildings at this time.  

 

Mr. DeSimone feels the standard does not distract from having a quality type 

development and there are examples throughout the community of nice looking 

architecture and we are only talking about one specific type of standard. He feels what 

will help downtown is to have new development to provide synergy to other projects and 

other retailers.  

 

Councilmember Daines said what if we compromise and do two stories in the Historic 

District which is a smaller area than the Town Center. 

 

Councilmember Ward said he would oppose that compromise because we are talking 

about trying to revitalize and yet we are putting arbitrary rules in the way that 

disincentivizes people from putting their money into the downtown. He feels the best 

thing we can do is to get out of the way and give people the opportunity to be able to do 

what makes sense for them.  

 

Chairman Simmonds said she is not opposed to the two stories in the Historic District 

because that it reflective of the character that is already there.   

 

Councilmember Ward said we have to do that anyway, historically. If a building is torn 

down, whatever is built has to reflect what is there in a historical way.  

 

Mr. DeSimone said with the historic area there is diversity of building types. We have 

some very robust buildings and good examples of diversity of size and type. The bulk of 

the East side is mainly single level buildings. The proposed minimum height of a one 

story building would be anywhere from 12’ to 20’.  

 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Ward seconded by Councilmember Needham to 

adopt Ordinance 15-10 as presented.  (Simmonds: nay, Daines: Friendly amendment to 

change one story height to a little more height than 12’.). Motion failed. 

 

Councilmember Ward asked is the 12’ covered in the Historic District standards. If 

someone came in and tore down a building on Main Street and put in a new building 
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would the height of the new building have to mirror what is already there or could it just 

be a 12’ building.   

 

Mr. DeSimone responded that it does not have to mirror exactly. The Historic 

Preservation Committee would need to determine that the building is historical in 

character and consistent with what is surrounding the new building. The height of the 

building for the Historical Preservation Committee is not so much of an issue as the 

character of the building would be.  

 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Ward to adopt the proposed changes as presented 

and to include another amendment by modifying the minimum first floor height range in 

the Town Center Zone from 12’- 20’ to 15’- 20’ seconded by Councilmember Needham 

to amend Ordinance 15-10 as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

WORKSHOP ITEM: 

 

Consideration of a proposed Notice of Intent for 350 South Curb and Gutter 

Assessment Area – Resolution 15-23 – Mark Nielsen, Public Works Director 

 

Mark Nielsen, Public Works Director addressed the Council regarding the proposed 

Notice of Intent for 350 South Curb and Gutter Assessment Area and to pay some or all 

of the costs of the improvements by an assessment. The improvements include the 

following: 

 Install curb, gutter, and approaches along 350 South between 1200 West and 1337 

West. 

 Install storm drainage as needed to manage storm water runoff. 

 Improve existing corners to meet ADA requirements, 

 Revegetate areas that are disturbed behind the curb and gutter.  

 

The estimated costs for the project improvements are $120,708 and will be paid by an 

assessment to be levied against the properties abounding, abutting upon or adjacent to the 

roadway area which will be benefitted by said improvements. Assessment will be levied 

on the basis of linear feet of frontage immediately adjacent to 350 South. The previous 

cost was $28.25 per foot for the property owner’s share and the cost estimated cost has 

now increased to $37.50 per foot for the property owner’s share with the total cost per 

property owner increasing by 33%. Keeping the same previous cost of $28.25 per foot 

would add $14,715 to the City’s share.  

 

The assessment may be paid by the abutting property owners in five equal annual 

installments. If after five years a balance still remains to be paid, an interest rate of 10% 

per annum will be charged until the assessment is paid in full.  

 

The Assessment Area Schedule is the following: 

 Workshop with City Council: May 19, 2015. 

 Mail out notices to all property owners within Assessment Area. 

 Hold a public hearing at City Council meeting: July 7, 2015. 

 Allow 60 days for property owners to submit protests. 
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 Hold a public hearing to approve or deny the Assessment Area at City Council 

meeting: September 15, 2015. 

 Construct improvements beginning July 2016. 

 

Finance Director Richard Anderson said we need to consider what we have done with 

other assessment areas, how much they have paid including interest and we need to 

remain consistent in what we have done in the past.   

 

Mr. Nielsen said this proposed assessment area would be more expensive than 

assessment areas we have done in the past. 

 

Councilmember Daines asked what the cost would be if we went 50/50 (City and 

property owners). 

 

Mr. Nielsen responded the maximum total cost would be $3,400 over five years which is  

50%.  

 

City Attorney Housley said the Council should keep in the mind this was a conscious 

decision on the part of the property owner to build a subdivision without curb and gutter 

which at the time the City allowed. The City no longer allows this and property owners 

pay up front for curb and gutter. In the case of this assessment the property owner gets a 

double benefit and Mr. Housley feels it’s not very equitable. This is a choice the property 

owner made at the time and anyone buying the home later on knew there was no curb and 

gutter. The way this is written the City would pay any overage, not the property owner.  

 

Councilmember Daines said she feels better going 50/50.    

 

Mr. Anderson said we also need to consider the interest after five years and other 

assessment areas have paid interest in some amount and again he feels we should stay 

consistent now and with future assessment areas.  

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

 

No other considerations were brought forward to the Council.  

 

ADJOURN to meeting of the Logan Redevelopment Agency. 

 

Chairman Jeannie F. Simmonds welcomed everyone to the Logan Redevelopment 

Agency meeting.  

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

PUBLIC HEARING - Consideration of a proposed resolution approving Agency 

Assistance for Utah State University Bullpen Business Accelerator Program – 

Resolution 15-20 RDA  
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At the May 5, 2015 Council meeting, Mike Young, Director of the Logan Small Business 

Development Center with the Extension office at Utah State University addressed the 

Council.  

 

The Utah State University Bullpen Business Accelerator Program, operated by USU as 

part of the Utah Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Network, is a provider of 

management consulting and professional development training services and now seeks to 

expand its service offerings for new and existing businesses and entrepreneurs. In 2014 

63% of the businesses served in the Cache County region were located within Logan 

City. The Economic Development Committee has reviewed the requested assistance and 

recommends its approval to the Redevelopment Agency for the amount of $15,000 

annually for a three year period conditioned upon the following: 

 

1. USU SBDC assembling total local match commitments of $100,000 per year for a 

three year period, half of which must be in cash. 

2. USU SBDC successfully securing a US Economic Development Administration 

(EDA) grant commitment of $100,000 per year for a three year period. 

3. USU SBDC providing satisfactory annual reporting to the Agency. 

 

Logan Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 

 Current Services 

- Management Consulting (SBDC Services-Currently Offered 

Business & Strategic Planning (Currently Offered) 

Financial Analysis (Currently Offered) 

Assistance Securing Financing (Currently Offered) 

- Professional Development Courses (SBDC Services Currently Offered) 

Monthly Workshops (Currently Offered) 

Additional Training Courses as Deemed Relevant (Currently Offered) 

SBDC Program Impact 2014 

 174 Clients Served – 104 (63%) Based in Logan 

 $12.7 Million in Additional Capital 

 63 New Jobs, 29 Jobs Saved 

 Over 2,000 Hours of Director Consulting 

 

USU Bullpen Business Accelerator 

 Anticipated Services 

 Business Development & Marketing 

Market Research (Currently Offered – Ongoing Funding Needed) 

Advertising Assistance (To Be Offered) 

Sales System Design (To Be Offered) 

 Design Services 

Basic Video Production (To Be Offered) 

Basic Graphic Design (Currently Offered – Ongoing Funding Needed) 

Basic Web Development (Currently Offered – Ongoing Funding Needed) 

 Operational Assistance 

Supply Chain Development (To Be Offered) 

Basic Business Applications Programming (To Be Offered) 

Lean Management Techniques (To Be Offered) 
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Program Funding Needs 

 Minimum Requirements $200,000/year 

 Economic Development Administration) (EDA) $100,000/year 

 Community $30,000/year 

 USU $70,000/year 

 

Chairman Simmonds opened the meeting to a public hearing. 

 

There were no comments and Chairman Simmonds closed the public hearing.  

 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Ward seconded by Councilmember Daines to 

approve Resolution 15-20 RDA as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING - Budget Adjustment FY 2014-2015 appropriating: $15,000 for 

Agency Assistance for the Utah State University Bullpen Business Accelerator 

Program – Resolution 15-21 RDA  

 

At the May 5, 2015 Council meeting, Economic Development Director Kirk Jensen 

addressed the Council regarding the proposed budget adjustment for the Bullpen 

Business Accelerator Program which was discussed in detail by Mr. Young.  

 

Mr. Jensen stated the RDA statute provides specific authorization to fund a business 

resource center. The funds being proposed would come from RDA administration funds 

so any expenses incurred would be spread out evenly to the various RDA project areas 

that we have in Logan City. SBDC is requesting operational funding in the amount of 

$15,000 per year for a three year period.  

 

Chairman Simmonds opened the meeting to a public hearing. 

 

There were no comments and Chairman Simmonds closed the public hearing.  

 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Ward seconded by Councilmember Daines to 

approve Resolution 15-21 RDA as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

WORKSHOP ITEM: 

 

Consideration of a proposed resolution approving Agency Assistance to 

Neighborhood Nonprofit Housing Corporation for its Northern Utah Neighborhood 

Improvement Program – Resolution 15-24 RDA – Kirk Jensen, Economic 

Development Director 

 

Kim Datwyler, Executive Director of the Neighborhood Nonprofit Housing Corporation 

addressed the Council. She stated the Neighborhood Nonprofit Housing Corporation is 

nearing completion on their first year of the Northern Utah Neighborhood Improvement 

Program. They have been awarded funding from the Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund 

for a single-family home rehabilitation loan program which they intend to leverage with 

grant funding from the Redevelopment Agency, in addition to potential matching funding 
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it is applying for from the Federal Home Loan Bank of Seattle. The funds will be used 

exclusively on single-family homes in Logan City that are occupied by households with a 

gross household income equal to or less than 80% of the area median gross income for 

households of similar size. The program provides grants to eligible households for 

exterior home improvement projects that improve both the appearance of the home and 

the neighborhood, as well as the life of the home, and include improvements to electrical 

service, roofs, exterior walls, windows and doors, as well as landscaping projects and 

concrete work.  

 

Ms. Datwyler respectfully requests $50,000 in RDA funding to be used for the 

rehabilitation of at least ten more homes. She expressed her appreciation for this 

opportunity to again partnership with Logan City.  

 

The proposed resolution will be an action item and public hearing at the June 2, 2015 

council meeting 

 

ADJOURNED. There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting 

of the Logan Municipal Council adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

          Teresa Harris, City Recorder 


